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A M e s s a g e f ro m R e v. Ly n n B l e v in s

This week I’ve been thinking about how God is active in our lives. Ideally, we
are aware of this walk with God and are open to God’s guidance. But, as
humans preoccupied with our worldly lives, we often miss messages from God.
Also, sometimes we feel that we are far removed and that we are alone. We are
not open to the possibility of the constant presence – the guidance - of God.
Yesterday’s gospel lesson in known as the Parable of the Dishonest Manager. The main
characters of the lesson are a wealthy landowner and his “dishonest” manager. Neither of
these persons possesses traits that we would immediately admire. In fact, they are
self-centered and worship wealth over all else. Even when the manager is caught slacking off
on his job and is threatened with being terminated, he shows no remorse and certainly no
repentance. He just digs in with more selfish behavior. We wonder why Jesus would use these
obnoxious characters to provide a lesson to us. But Jesus does use them as examples on how
the “children of light” could learn from the ways of the “children of darkness”. The original
message was delivered to the Disciples – you will be dealing with the children of the world so
it would be good to see if you can learn anything from them. Turns out that Jesus is reminding
the Disciples – and us – that we should approach our work in the kingdom of God with the
same vigor with which the children of the world approach their pursuit of comfort and wealth.
We should vigorously, doggedly, seek to do good.
That’s because God is always working – sometimes right out in the open and sometimes
behind the scenes. I was reminded of a portion of the story of Joseph as recorded in the book
of Genesis. His brothers were jealous of him as a young person and conspired to get rid of
him. First, they threw him into a pit leaving him to die there. But one of them had an attack of
conscience and suggested that they retrieve him from the pit and sell him to a caravan of
traders who were on the way to Egypt – in essence, they sold him into slavery.
Time passed and Joseph prospered in Egypt (evidence of God’s presence with him even in
what seemed to be adversity). The time came when their father died and the brothers were
reunited. Understandably, the conniving brothers were concerned that Joseph would seek
revenge against them. But Joseph (once again, guided by God) took the “high road” – the road
of forgiveness. He said to them, “Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it
for good.” (Gen. 50:19-20)
God intended it for good. That is the way God teaches us lessons even from negative
experiences. That is the way God speaks to us even through the most unlikely voices. In spite
of his tragic separation from his family, Joseph had achieved success and power in Egypt. He
had the earthly power to really stick it to those brothers who had treated him so cruelly in their
youth. Yet, he rose above his human desire for revenge and offered forgiveness.
Back to our parable from Jesus, God did not intend for the landowner and the manager to be
such self-centered, greedy characters but they exercised free will rather than bending to divine
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will and succumbed to the call of the world. Yet, in his mysterious ways, God turns our
thinking upside down and God teaches us to look at the energy and effort they put into their
pursuit of wealth and comfort. Consider this, God says. What if we put that much energy and
effort into our Christian lives? What if we approached our Bible reading and prayer with the
kind of undivided attention that those children of the world devoted to their worldly pursuits?
The Kingdom of God would thrive. Our churches – our very lives – would flourish.
We are meant to be faithful managers – faithful stewards – of the life that has been granted to
us. Jesus goes on after the story to make comments. How we use our time and how we set
priorities in our lives speaks to our faithfulness to God. Most of us will not be called upon to
achieve some magnanimous deed that will get us on the evening news. Most of our good
deeds occur within our community – smiling, offering a kind word, sending a card, making a
phone call – maybe even doing someone’s shopping or giving them a ride to an appointment.
If we are faithful in those pursuits in our daily lives, we have the capability of being faithful
should a larger task come along that requires our attention. “Whoever is faithful in a very little
is faithful also in much...” (Luke 16:10a)
Likewise, if we have an inclination to be dishonest in small things, we will also be dishonest in
larger more significant things. “…and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in
much.” (Luke 16:10b)
Jesus completes the lesson by reminding the Disciples and us that no one can serve two masters. We cannot have it both ways: one foot in the light and one in the darkness. We will be
split apart – our loyalty to God will not be true. We cannot serve both the kingdom of the
world and the kingdom of God. We cannot serve both the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light.
However, God takes what is intended for evil and turns it into good. There is always hope that
the world will turn to good. God is there, acting in mysterious ways, to achieve God’s purpose. God is achieving a purpose in us – sometimes in mysterious ways.
Let’s choose light!
Prayer: Thank you, God, for all your ways, both mysterious and evident to our view. Make us
better stewards of that which we have been given. Increase our faith. Help us to help each
other. Amen.

Join us for Bible Study
Wednesdays at 6pm

Join us on Sundays,
as we lift prayers up during worship.
Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,
or maybe for some place or issue in the world?
If so, please submit your requests via our website at

firstuccorlando.org or email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com.

We thank you all for your continued prayers for:
Bernie, Rich, Marliss, Edna, Rose, Jodi, John, Rose, Memory of Shirley Hiley,
Luis, Bonnie, Dorothy, Pat C., Michele, Claudia, Lee, Gail, Ralph, Jackie,
Miss Esther, Robert, Marie, Iris, Prestine & Tanya, Carl, Dolores & Family,
Shani, Tammie, Alan, Raymond, Carlos & Nita, Sarah, Hannah, Talia,
Jackie, Roger & Joyce, Barbara, Mrs. White, Dayzie, Bryan, Ukraine, April,
Susan, Jim, Patti, Alaska, Sarah, Stacie & Rami, Yoly, Nelda, Naomi, and Ray.

Our Christmas Cookie Dough Sale
will begin in October!
All of our favorite Otis Spunkmeyer cookie dough favorites are back! You can
choose from Chocolate Chip, Strawberry Shortcake, Oatmeal Raisin, Butter
Sugar and Triple Chocolate cookie dough. Plus, all the other goodies are for sale,
too, like the Gourmet Cheesecakes, Cinnabon’s Sticky Bread, Ben’s Soft Pretzels
and Pretzel bites.

Order forms should be available beginning October 9 and we will be taking
orders the week of October 16 and 23. We will then place the orders and have the
cookie dough delivered the week after Thanksgiving.
The cookie dough boxes make a great gift for those who like to have things
homemade for the holiday but don’t have time to do all the shopping and mixing
the ingredients. Start making your list of who you are going to contact to buy
delicious Otis Spunkmeyer cookie dough.

Support First UCC’s Community Outreach Ministries!
Items Especially Needed:
Peanut Butter, Soup, Veggies
(no corn), & plastic bags

Tuesday 9:30am - 11:30am
Items Especially Needed:

Pots & Pans, Baking Pans, Dishes,
Silverware, Small Appliances
(good working condition)

Wednesday 10am - 1pm

The clothing area will once again be receiving
your donations of gently used, clean,
stain-free clothing.

September Birthdays
9/1 Jean Romansky, 9/3 Marliss Marchman, 9/9 Pat Coles,
9/14 Felix Villegas, 9/22 Jackie Kuttaineh, 9/28 Katy McComas

In closing, here is a message from our church archives
from our "host of witnesses", Pastor Crismon
"Remain prayerful, even when you are busy.
Remain hopeful, even in illness, grief, or disappointment.
Remain faithful, even when all around you there is chaos, confusion,
and unfaithfulness. Remain loving, even when others are hateful.
God bless you and may you all be a blessing to others."

