
 

 

 

 June 27, 2022 

 

“No Turning Back”  

A Message from Rev.  Lynn Blevins   

In yesterday’s gospel lesson, Jesus teaches some of the hard lessons 
that came along with his message of love and peace. When you follow 
me, he said, you must be prepared to leave behind your family. Do not 
even stop to bury your dead. This sounds drastic and it’s about as 
drastic as Jesus gets. He wanted to get their attention and to make 
them realize that following him required courage and walking away 
from one’s old life. Never did he say it would be easy. He wanted 
them to be aware of what they had signed up for. It was important to 

get the point across to them because he knew that his time with them was limited. That was  
another hard lesson they would need to bear.   

Jesus has an agenda, so to speak. His time was limited. He had preached for almost three years 
and reached many. Those who hadn’t heard him first hand had heard about him. His preaching 
mission was coming to an end and the next phase was about to come into being – the phase 
that would cause him immense physical and mental pain. I know it’s difficult to imagine how 
Jesus the person could have felt so bad when Christ the Redeemer knew that the pain would 
pass and he would make the supreme act of resurrection from the dead! That he would bring 
new life to the world. But Jesus the person lived the life that we live and so, for us, he suffered 
the challenges of human life. 

Listen to what he says: “No one that puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the   
Kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62) This is an agricultural image – a hand to the plow. Even when 
plowing with a tractor, it is important to keep one’s eye on the end of that row and not look 
back at where we have been. When we look back, we lose perspective, we lose concentration, 
we get confused. And returning to the plowing image, the row then becomes crooked – we veer 
- maybe just in a minor way but when a row is off point, it then puts the entire field out of   
balance. When the farmer returns to his crooked rows with his cultivator, his irrigator,           
his harvester, he must follow that crooked pattern or risk running over his row of plants and 
crushing them. It’s nearly impossible to accomplish the growing of crops when the rows are 
crooked. 

It’s nearly impossible to accomplish our Christian lives when we keep looking back – certainly 
impossible to thrive in our present life. I’m talking here about being stuck. Everyone has      
terrible things to face at some time in our lives and it takes time to get back on track. But in  
order to function – to make progress – we cannot continue to keep looking back at what was. 
The time comes when we need to look at what is and what is to be. Without looking ahead, we 
can merely exist, but not thrive and not make progress. There is only one good reason to look 
back – and that is to learn from the past so that we improve in the future. Why do we waste 
time pining away for that which is lost? It is a hopeless effort. It takes time and energy from 
living our present lives and investing in our future. Jesus does not intend hopelessness for us.  
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Jesus died and suffered and endured the Cross so that we would have “strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow.” (from the hymn, “Great is Thy Faithfulness”) 

Yes, there is forgiveness for those times when we look back – and squander precious time. There 
is forgiveness when we repent and seek to do better. Thankfully, Jesus does not give up on us 
when we weaken. But living in the past – bringing up the past – carrying hurts and resentments 
of the past – is a miserable existence. We’ve all been there. It’s no good place to be. 

This is not to say that we don’t have memories – and at times our memories make us sad. Yes, we 
would like to have our loved ones back with us. We would like to have our health back. These are 
human challenges that we all must face. But in perspective. Looking not through the clouded lens 
of the past – because, believe me, it is clouded. Things are rarely remembered as they really were 
– memories are embellished by our imaginations - either made better or worse in the memory. 
The good old days weren’t really all that good. It is so much more healthy and uplifting to look 
forward – to look at the big picture of the future – toward the end of the row that we are plough-
ing.   

Jesus was looking at the big picture that day when he challenged the disciples to not look back. 
Jesus knew the future would hold pain but also joy. And there’s the present to think about. Just as 
we don’t want to live in the past, we can’t live solely in an imagined future. The present is where 
we are and where we need to thrive and function and make progress – for the sake of the future. 
Life is precious – each day is precious and a gift. What do we do with that gift? Think about it. 
What do we do with a gift from God? What do we do with the gift that Jesus gave us when he 
died on the Cross? That was no small sacrifice. Can’t we sacrifice some of our resentments – our 
complaining – our looking through a clouded lens? Can’t we move forward, looking at the big 
picture? 

In the big picture of our future, our church is reconciled and is a light to the community.          
The activities that we undertake begin to attract others and the impression they have of us is that     
we are good to be with. We will encounter others who choose to join with us because we are  
dedicated and we are pleasant. We smile and don’t frown. Even when we weep, we show joy. 
This is the life that the Good News envisions for us. Let us live into that life with faith and    
courage – and love. 

“No Turning Back”  

Communion Sunday of fering in 

July wi l l  go  to  Rebecca ’s  Pantry  
 

Here at First UCC, Rebecca’s Pantry was born from a loving request and donation 

from the Hahn Family, in memory of their daughter, Rebecca. The Food Pantry    

provides non-perishable food supplies to those in need in our immediate area. With 

the difficult economic conditions we're currently experiencing, this ministry is called 

upon by individuals and families from all walks of life to provide needed food items 

that have become beyond many people's daily means. 



Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org or email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com. 

Join us on Sundays,  

as we lift prayers up during worship. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Bernie, Rich, Marliss, Edna, Trudi, Jim, Jodi, John, Rose, Memory of Miss Helen,        

Pat C., Luis, Bonnie, Dorothy, Shirley W., Shirley H.,  Jean, Quincee, Claudia, Michele, 

Lee, Jackie, Miss Esther, Robert, Marie, Iris, Chris, Sarah, Anita & Family, Bryan,  

Archer Family, Lorene & Family, Teresa & Renika, Arlene, Jack, Brian,    

Luanne & Ron, Joe, Mary & Ada, Shani, Tammy, Alan, Oriana,  

People of Ukraine, Bill, Sarah, Michael, and Ralph Holt.  

Praise &Welcome to New Great-grandson for Kathy. 

July 4th Celebration Church Potluck Picnic                                
after church in the Activity Room (formerly the Choir Room)                          

Sunday, July 3, 2022 

Please wear July 4 Picnic Clothes and                                            
share the day with a Potluck Lunch.                             

Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns and condiments will be provided.  



Ready for the next step? 

Please give Pastor Lynn  a call if  

you are interested. 740-815-2329  

Bible Study Resumes 

July 13 - Ephesians 1-2 

Volunteers needed for Sunday Worship 
 

Maybe you are interested in lighting the candle       
at the beginning of worship, or reading scripture  
for us, maybe your talent is in greeting or helping   

to usher for the service. We would love to have      
you participate. Please see the sign up sheet                   

on the table in the Quiet Room.  

The Church Council will meet 

Tuesday, July 5 at 7:00pm 



Items Especially Needed: 
Pots & Pans, Baking Pans, Dishes,         

Silverware, Small Appliances  
(good working condition) 

 

The clothing area will once again be receiving 
your donations of gently used, clean,         

stain-free clothing. 

Tuesday 9:30am - 11:30am 

Wednesday 10am - 1pm 

Items Especially Needed: 

Canned Vegetables (no corn), 

Cans of Tomato Sauce,          

and Plastic Bags.                     
(no glass jars please) 

ATTENDANCE  

6/26/22 — 17  

Support First UCC’s Community Outreach Ministries!   

Got Sneakers ?   

Drop your gently used sneakers in the Got Sneaker    

Box in the Church Narthex or Crismon Hall. 

If we can not sell them in Joni’s Treasures Thrift Shop   

we will be able to send them to organization that  

recycles them into playground and track surfaces. 


