
 

 

 

 May 23, 2022 

“God ’s  Gonna St ir the Waters”  

A Message from Rev.  Lynn Blevins   

Yesterday’s gospel lesson (John 5:1-18) is the account of Jesus healing a 
man who was unable to avail himself of the healing pool.  Jesus had come 
to the temple for a festival and he entered the temple complex through the 
Sheep Gate at the sight of a large pool.  The pool was believed to have  
healing properties and a large number of people with various handicaps 
flocked there to get into the pool and receive healing.  At times the water 

would “stir” – there would be bubbling and movement of the water and this was attributed to 
God being present in the water.  The man could not get into the pool without assistance – and 
the assistance never came since, when the water stirred, it was “every person for themselves” 
and no one made the effort to help him.  This changed the day that he met Jesus. 

Jesus stirred his life that day and he didn’t even need to get into the water. 

God stirred the waters of the world one day in a stable in Bethlehem when a baby was born 
who would change the world.  To say that God the Father through his Son, Jesus, stirred the 
waters would be an understatement.  Today Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, continues to stir the 
waters in the world and in our lives. 

When Jesus healed the man that day, he first endowed the man with the ability to walk.  Jesus 
healed his physical body.  In this healing story, Jesus did not immediately “preach” to the man 
that he should repent of his sins.  First came the act of supreme grace – a man who had been 
disabled for 38 years and who had only a very low quality of life, had his life restored in a  
matter of seconds.  Understandably the man took up his mat and scurried away.  As yet, he did 
not know who Jesus was.  He only knew that “a man” had told him to “stand up and carry your 
mat”.  He was so excited that he testified to the miracle of his healing to those he met.  And 
there was a large festival crowd. 

Later the man encountered Jesus again and Jesus continued with the healing miracle. Jesus   
offered the man spiritual healing.  “Be careful that you do not sin…”.  Physical healing was 
only part of the miracle and was incomplete without accompanying spiritual healing. 

Jesus gets our attention by stirring the waters of our lives.  Jesus offers us spiritual healing, but 
do we ignore the signs that Jesus puts before us…  When Jesus first encountered the man,     
Jesus asked him, “Do you want to be made well?”  That may seem to be a strange question   
because the obvious answer is that of course the man wants to be well.  His entire project in 
life was to be at that pool when the waters stirred and entreat those around him to help him into 
the pool. 

That was his entire project…  his daily existence in the midst of pain and disappointment – in 
darkness – was all he knew.  Was he ready to live in the light?  It would take some effort and 
work on his part.  Before, he had been just limping along and had very little control – after his 
healing, he had the capability of improvement – but did he have the ability?  Now that he had 
met Jesus and had the support of Jesus, was he willing to do the work?   
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God stirs the waters of our lives in various ways.  First of all, would everyone just stop and think 
about what a great miracle this is – we are touched by God every day – whether we realize it or 
not.  God approaches us even when we don’t deserve it; God approaches us first before we       
approach God.  That’s because we are his children and he is the ultimate loving parent.  He loves 
us in spite of our human weaknesses.  He approaches us no matter what “ungodly” activities we 
may be engaged in.  That is the gift of the Holy Spirit.  God is always there for us.  Are we there 
for God?  Do we want to be made well? 

Are we willing to do the work that is necessary to accomplish complete healing?  Are we willing 
to put aside our old hang-ups – and take on the new life that Jesus offers.  I’m using God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit almost interchangeably here.  Because they are the Three in One and they are 
interchangeable.   Do we even stop to think of this great gift – this giant gift - which we are part 
of – which we are recipients of?   

Can we, like the healed man, express thanksgiving – express awe?  Are we willing to move from 
darkness to light – or at least begin the journey?  We may not feel like we are in any darkness – 
but let’s look harder and be more honest with ourselves.  The very first step to spiritual healing is 
to admit our darknesses and seek to move on in our lives and our thinking.  Let’s look deeply   
into our hearts.  God is stirring the waters. 

Let’s pray for ourselves and one another.  Let’s pray harder for the world.  Let’s look to the Light 
so we can Be a Light. 

“God ’s  Gonna St ir the Waters”  

Would you like a prayer for yourself, or for someone else,  

or maybe for some place or  issue in the world?   

If so,  please submit your requests via our website at  

firstuccorlando.org or email to firstuccorlando@gmail.com. 

Join us on Sundays,  

as we lift prayers up during worship. 

We thank you all for your continued prayers for: 

Bernie & Rich, Marliss, Edna & Jim, Rose, Miss Helen, Dorothy,  

Pat, Luis, Bonnie, Bryan, Lorene & Family, Archer Family, Jackie,  

Miss Esther, Claudia, Michele, Lee, Blondie, Robert, Marie, Iris,  

George & Sarah, Dolores, Samantha & Family, Thomas & Family,  

Mother White & Family, Andrea & Family, Arlene, Diane, Jack,  

Renika, Teresa, Anthony, Joe, Kenny, Naomi, Freddie,  

Willie, and People from Ukraine. 



Ready for the next step? 

Please give Pastor Lynn  a call if  

you are interested. 740-815-2329  

Join us on Sunday, May 29 

Special celebration of the first year  

of the Capital Campaign  

Special Guests: Jennifer Brewer and Kevin Harris  

Coffee Hour to follow  

Change in Council Meeting Dates:   

Starting in June the Church Council will begin meeting on 
the first Tuesday of each month- Next meeting is June 7. 

Looking ahead: Church Potluck Picnic - Sunday, July 3   

Join us for our July 4th Celebration - Please wear           
patriotic clothing and share the day with a Potluck Lunch . 

Tuesday, May 24  

Curry Ford West hosts Night Market  

Join us for Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 6:00pm  in the Office 

Study of Colossians 



Items Especially Needed: 
Pots & Pans, Baking Pans, Dishes,         

Silverware, Small Appliances  
(good working condition) 

 

The clothing area will once again be receiving 
your donations of gently used, clean,         

stain-free clothing. 

Tuesday 9:30am - 11:30am 

Wednesday 10am - 1pm 

Items Especially Needed: 

Plastic Bags, 

Children’s meals,                                                                     

such as cans of 

Chef Boyardee meals.   

Also needed are cans 
of tomato sauce. 

ATTENDANCE  

5/22/22 —  23 

Support First UCC’s Community Outreach Ministries!   

Got Sneakers ?   

Drop your gently used sneakers in the Got Sneaker    

Box in the Church Narthex or Crismon Hall. 

If we can not sell them in Joni’s Treasures Thrift Shop   

we will be able to send them to organization that  

recycles them into playground and track surfaces. 

Volunteers needed for Sunday Worship 
 

Maybe you are interested in lighting the candle at the     
beginning of worship, or reading scripture for us, maybe 

your talent is in greeting or helping to usher for the        
service. We would love to have you participate. Please      
see the sign up sheet on the table in the Quiet Room.  


